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shooting, hacking, and stabbing, as the attackers swept over
the trenches and holes that were filled with enemy nfle and
spearmen.
Mahmud had a thousand picked riflemen in an inner citadel.
They wiped out one company of Sudanese, but the Lincolns
and Camerons would not be denied, and the citadel wa*
overwhelmed and Mahmud himself was taken captive,
Osman Digna got away with the Baggara horse, but higher
up the Atbara he was intercepted and lost 300 killed and 450
wounded. The wily Emir saved his own worthless skin by
escaping on a bare-backed horse.
The Dervish losses were 3,000 killed, and some hundreds,
mostly negroes, were taken prisoner. The British contingent
lost 3 officers and 21 men killed, 10 officers and 90 men
wounded ; the Egyptian forces had 5 officers wounded, and 56
men were killed and 370 wounded.
Kitchener, generally supposed to be an unemotional
machine, was openly delighted at the victory, and greatly moved
by the manner in which the Egyptian Army had gallantly proved
its mettle; and the Egyptians themselves were filled with pride
at having emulated their white brethren in proof that their
training had not been in vain.
It took four months to prepare for the next advance, an
intensely busy period for Captain Douglas Haig, who was
prepared to give the best that was in him in support of that
strong leader, who demanded efficiency and was merciless in
seeing that he got it.
When the Khalifa had got over the shock of Mahmud's
debacle at Atbara, he proposed to march 170 miles northwards
to teach Kitchener a lesson, and restore the star of Islam to its
former effulgency. On second thoughts he decided to remain
at Omdurman with his 50,000 men, and await the corning of the
daring Briton, if he had the temerity to dish up a world of
trouble for himself. The Khalifa had yet to leara that